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REFUGEE WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.01 pm]: Refugee Week 
is being celebrated across Australia this week from 19 to 25 June. It includes United Nations World Refugee Day 
on 20 June. Refugee Week started in Australia in 1986 and is observed annually to raise awareness about issues 
affecting refugees. It is also an opportunity to recognise and celebrate the contributions Western Australians from 
refugee backgrounds have made, and continue to make, to all levels of our society. They are an important part of 
Western Australia’s strong character. Refugees and other displaced people often become real agents of positive 
change and contribute to their new communities when they are given a chance and the tools to thrive. A shining 
example of this is the achievements of Hon Ayor Makur Chuot, MLC, who came to our shores as a refugee and is 
now a proud member of the Western Australian Parliament. 
Although it is important to protect and improve the lives of refugees every day, Refugee Week helps us to focus 
national attention on the struggles of those fleeing conflict or persecution. The theme for Refugee Week 2022 is 
“healing”, highlighting the importance of human connections, empathy, and shared experiences in promoting 
healing. Healing takes place when we engage with our communities and when we seek commonality and learn 
from each other. Refugee Week 2022 is being celebrated through events across Western Australia that encourage 
all these things. This includes the Centre for Stories, which is hosting a storytelling event in the Hay Street Mall. 
The Association for Services to Torture and Trauma Survivors is launching its new book titled 30 Years, 30 Stories 
to celebrate three decades of services to humanitarian entrants and refugees settling in Western Australia. The 
WA Museum Boola Bardip will be running Refugee Week: A Place to Call Home tours in the Connections gallery, 
highlighting the unique ways WA’s global networks have shaped our past and continue to drive our future. The 
Office of Multicultural Interests is featuring storytelling videos from refugees who have left their countries in the 
hope of building a safe and successful life in Australia. In Refugee Week, WA Labor is very proud of the election 
of Fatima Payman, a refugee from Afghanistan, as a senator for Western Australia. 
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